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Policy 5.4.4 It shall be the intention of Council to permit home occupation uses as secondary to a
residential main use through provisions in the zoning by-law.

Policy 5.4.5 It shall be the intention of Council to permit, as a secondary use within a single unit or
two-unit dwelling unit, accessory dwelling units, a garden suite or a bed and breakfast through
provisions in the zoning by-law.

Policy 5.4.6 It shall be the intention of Council to permit, as a secondary use, home daycare in single
unit dwellings, in accordance with provincial standards and licensing.

7.0 Rural Area Development
Policy 7.0.1 It shall be the intention of Council to create a Rural Designation on the Generalized
Future Land Use map, forming Schedule A, which recognizes all rural lands outside of the Urban
Growth Boundary.

7.2 Rural Uses
Policy 7.2.1 It shall be the intention of Council to establish, within the Rural Designation, a Rural
zone (RU) permitting land-based uses of forestry, agriculture, and related activities and limited
Residential uses.

Zoning Bylaw and or Subdivision By-law Regulation

Definitions:
“kennel” means a building or structure used for the enclosure of more than four dogs which are
kept for the purposes of commercial breeding or for commercial boarding.

Kennel is not listed as a permitted use, secondary use, or conditional use in table 8.1 Residential
Zones Use Table nor under 8.3 Low Rise Residential (R-LR).

Kennel is listed as a secondary use in the 10.1 Other Zones Use Table for the Rural (RU) zone and
in section 10.3 Rural (RU).

3.1.2 Accessory Building Standards: Non Residential Zones
b) A stable, kennel or cattery may be permitted as an accessory use within the Rural Zone,
if the building:
i. does not exceed 120 square metres;
ii. does not exceed a height of nine metres;
iii. is used for the accommodation of no more than four horses, eight dogs or 16
cats;
iv. is located at least three metres from a property line, and 30 metres from a
watercourse; and
v. is not located within the front yard or flankage yard.

Internal Consultation & External Consultation

The temporary use application was discussed with the Development Review Committee (Planning,
Engineering and Public Works, CAO, Fire, and Parks). No concerns were raised.

NBSPCA was also contacted to confirm whether a temporary use would be sufficient for their
licensing requirements. They indicated that it would be acceptable, and that the end date of the
temporary use would be reflected with the renewal date of the license.



Discussion

The applicant is requesting a temporary use of a kennel at 219 Summit Drive, a Low Rise Residential
zoned property. Summit Drive is a dead-end street existing in a residential neighbourhood that is
south of Old Coach Road between Riverview East School and Nav Canada. The property is
surrounded by Low Rise Residential zoned properties, with a vacant Mixed Use zoned property and
a church located nearby.

A temporary use authorizes, for a temporary period not exceeding one year, a development
otherwise prohibited by this By-law. In this case, the temporary use application is for a kennel.
Kennels are only permitted in the Rural (RU) zone as a secondary use in the Town of Riverview
Zoning By-law. The Rural zone is outside of the urban growth boundary; tends to have larger lots;
limits residential development; and in turn, reduces the possibility of non-compatible land uses being
close to each other. The Low Rise Residential zone does not permit a kennel as use.

In the Municipal Plan policies, the secondary uses that are permitted are generally outlined showing
that the Low Rise Residential zone is a zone that should allow home occupations, home daycares,
bed and breakfasts, accessory dwelling units, etc.. Within this, kennel is not mentioned but the
policies demonstrate that many secondary uses can exist within the Low Rise Residential Zone.

The applicants are the owners and operators of Gilbert’s Golden Retrievers, where they breed
Golden Retrievers for the purpose of household pets and service dogs. Some dogs live with them
and other dogs live with other owners, but the puppies are raised at 219 Summit Drive. They have
been operating for multiple years at this location. They also conduct activities with dogs/puppies off
their property through volunteering partnerships. As per the Zoning By-law, their operation would be
defined as a kennel. Plan360 has not received nor has record of any complaints about the property
or of the operation as of writing this report.

References to kennels within the Zoning By-law tend to lean towards it being a separate outdoor
structure, which can be seen in the accessory building section that speaks to kennels, stables, or
cattery. Though the definition does not appear to require this as it simply states “ a building or
structure used for the enclosure...”. This could be related to the secondary use addressing both
commercial breeding and boarding in the Rural zone-- where boarding is more often thought of within
a separate structure and not within the existing main structure. Therefore, the scale and style of
operation that the applicant’s are using may not be how the use was envisioned in relation to what
the by-law was trying to address with the regulations.

The temporary use would enable the applicants to be able to receive their pet establishment license
from the NBSPCA. The NBSPCA issues licenses for pet establishments and is required for any
breeder and seller of dogs in New Brunswick. These licenses are renewed annually.

The applicants have submitted letters in support of their operation, which have been included as
attachments. These letters were obtained by the applicants, and were not submitted in response to
the notices that were sent to neighbouring properties within 60m as part of the temporary use
process.

The applicant has expressed their intention to explore a text amendment application to permit either
a kennel or alternative definition in the Low Rise Residential zone, so they can continue their
operation.

Staff are supportive of this temporary use application as the NBSPCA license requires annual
renewal; and it provides the property owner’s with time to determine how they will proceed either
ceasing operations at this location or going through a legislative process to request Council’s
approval of a change to the Zoning By-law to permit the use.

Public Notice

Notices were sent to neighbours within 60m of the property on March 25th, 2026.



Legal Authority

Town of Riverview Zoning By-law
1.8.2 Temporary Use Application and Fees

a) Upon receiving an application in the form prescribed by the development officer and a fee of $450,
the Committee may, subject to such terms and conditions as it considers fit:
i. authorize, for a temporary period not exceeding one year, a development otherwise prohibited by
this By-law;

ii. authorize, for an additional temporary period not exceeding one year, a development otherwise
prohibited by this By-law if:
a. the applicant has an authorization under paragraph (i) that is to expire or has expired;
b. an application with respect to the land has been made to amend this Bylaw; and
c. the Committee has received a resolution from Council confirming that Council will consider the
application referred to in subparagraph (b);

iii. require the termination or removal of a development authorized under paragraph (i) or (ii) at the
end of the authorized period.

Community Planning Act
Section 53(2) provides the content that may be included within a zoning by-law.  Subsection (i) of this
section states the zoning by-law may “empower the advisory committee or regional service
commission, subject to the terms and conditions as it considers fit,
(i) to authorize for a temporary period not exceeding one year a development otherwise prohibited by
the by-law...”

Recommendation

Staff respectfully recommends that the Riverview Planning Advisory Committee APPROVE
the temporary use of a kennel for up to one year at 219 Summit Drive, PID# 00649053, to
provide the property owners time to determine whether they will move locations, cease
operations, or go through the process to request an amendment to the Zoning By-law on
subject to the following condition:
1) That the kennel operate in general conformity with the provided plans.
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The following letters were submitted with the application by the 
applicant. These letters were obtained by the applicants, and 
were not submitted in response to the notices that were sent to 
neighbouring properties within 60m as part of the temporary 
use process.





Letter for Sue & Rob 
1 message 

Taffy Arsenault Mon, Mar 2, 2026 at 12:25 a.m. 
To: 

To whom it may concern, 
In 2003 when we moved into in Riverview.NB we met Sue and Rob Cormier along with their young family . They were 
my first • real • neighbours. Up to this point my neighbours were usually family or friends. The Cormier's were a young family of 3 
children plus a dog or two? !! : � Our back yards are separated by chain link fence . I had never lived that close to my neighbours. 
Concern for noise ( 3 kids & dogs) was real, but unwarranted. Noise was/is never an issue. The dogs were/are never heard . No 
barking . They have had a few litters of puppies and if they hadn't told us of the puppies ( plus I follow Gilberts Golden Retrievers on 
Facebook ·:.: ) we wouldn't even be aware . I have had the opportunity to visit with a litter and was extremely impressed with the set up 
. thought and care they have put into their program. 

The Cormier's have been the perfect. respectful neighbours and we look forward to many more years next door to them as they 
responsibly breed these beautiful little companions. 

Thank you for taking the time to read our letter of support for Sue and Rob Cormier's application for rezoning . 

Daniel Arsenault & Stuart Lawrence 
223 Summit Drive 
Riverview, NB El Bl N4 

Dhani Arsenault 
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